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ACRONYMS
ADIN
CAADP
DIMR

Africa Development Interchange Network
comprehensive-africa-agriculture-development-programme
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FANRPAN
GIZ

Common African Position
Community Development Plan
Food, Agriculture and Natural Resources Policy Analysis Network

GRAF
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Groupe de Recherche et d’Action sur le Foncier

CSO
NANHRI
NEPAD
SLM
TMG
UNFCCC

Civil Society Organization
Network of African National Human Rights Institutions
New Partnership for Africa’s Development
sustainable land management
Töpfer, Müller, Gaßner
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change

Deutsches Institut für Menschenrechte

Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ)
Institute of Advanced Sustainability Studies
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I-

INTRODUCTION ET CONTEXT

Land investments and soil rehabilitation can be transformed into a catalyst for
sustainable development as they contribute to improving the livelihoods of the rural poor,
human and land, and combat hunger, reduce poverty and address climate change
impacts. . Alongside a number of national and regional initiatives and actors in Africa,
there are many international projects and programs for sustainable land management
(SLM), on line with the Comprehensive Africa Agriculture Development Programme
(CAADP) that was endorsed at the African Union Heads of State Summit as a New
Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD) program in July 2003.
These include the integration of SLM into agricultural development strategies and
increasing soil resilience to climate. Coordination of these efforts, coupled with ongoing
feedback exchanges and mutual learning, remain key elements for advancing national
programs and regional and sectoral synergies, creating conditions that enable farmers
to sustainably manage their land ,insuring Equal access to land, credit, agricultural
inputs and services.
In the same spirit, the links between research and policy choices need to be
strengthened, and the integration of civil society organizations in the implementation,
monitoring and follow-up of Agenda 2063 "Africa We want ", Agenda 2030 for
sustainable development, and the Paris Agreement under the UNFCCC. Multistakeholder platforms will be able to list the needs and conditions so that populations
can benefit from the efforts invested in soils in the short and long term. It is necessary to
develop suitable and applicable frameworks through participatory and integrative forums:
together with an in-depth analysis of rural realities, they will feed into the associated
global processes - and will benefit in return.
II-

GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF THE SEMINAR

The regional meeting of African soil and land management stakeholders took place from
28-30 November 2016 in Nairobi, Kenya, on the theme, ‘Soil Restoration for
Achieving the 2063 and 2030 Agendas in Africa: Linking Global Ambitions to Local
Needs.’ The seminar that brought to together around 200 participants was co-hosted by
ministries in charge of agriculture of Kenya, Ethiopia, Benin and Burkina Faso, as well
as the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD) Agency. It was convened by
GIZ, TMG – ThinkTank for Sustainability, the Groupe de Recherche et d’Action sur le
Foncier (GRAF), the Food, Agriculture and Natural Resources Policy Analysis Network
(FANRPAN), the Network of African National Human Rights Institutes (NANHRI), the
Global Soil Forum at the Institute of Advanced Sustainability Studies (IASS) Potsdam,
and the World Agroforestry Center (ICRAF), with support from the German Federal
Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development, aims to consider monitoring and
follow up and review mechanisms for soil- and land-related themes in relation to the
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (2030 Agenda), the 2063 Agenda “The
Future We Want for Africa” (2063 Agenda) and the Paris Agreement on climate change.
The regional meeting that was held in a format combining high-level plenary and
thematic discussions explored six sub-themes: soil carbon and climate change; food
security and nutrition; land governance; financing restoration; water management; and
urban-rural continuities. Africa Development Interchange Network (AND), attended the
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meeting, with two participants: Thomas Roger Owounou, Executive Secretary and
Martin Tsounkeu the General Representative.
III- OBJECTIVES OF THE SEMINAR
The African Soil Seminar will provide a platform for governments, civil society, private
business and academia to share lessons on soil and landscape rehabilitation
programmes. The objective is to inform future investments to durably support the
rehabilitation of soil and landscapes for food security, poverty reduction and sustainable
development. . It aims at involving actors from different sectors in order to explore and
discuss the contribution of soil and landscape restoration to the 2063 Agenda, the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development, and the UNFCCC Paris Agreement. Further, it will
exploring how international multi-stakeholder platforms such as the Global Soil Week
can contribute to advancing local, national and regional agendas for action on soil and
landscape restoration for realizing the ‘Future we want for Africa’.
The African Soil Seminar considered the following questions:










IV-

How can soil restoration policies be brought to the ground to respond to local
needs?
How can soil restoration be integrated into existing decision making processes,
how should prevailing existing decision making processes be strengthened?
How can soil restoration contribute to the 2063 Agenda, the 2030 Agenda and the
Paris Climate Agreement? How can follow up and review processes be designed
so that they support the implementation of these global agreements? What types
of data should be collected and reports produced for monitoring and interlinking
courses of action?
How can inclusive and participatory multi-stakeholder processes be supported to
expand solidarities, south-south co-operation and global ‘collective learning’
processes?
How can soil protection and restoration projects feed into empowerment of local
and marginalized communities and enable societies to uphold principles of
accountability?
How do we design soil restoration policies for a food secure Africa that offers
development opportunities for its citizens and youth in particular?
KEY ISSUES DISCUSSED

This seminar has been structured around 6 key topics:
1.Soil Carbon & Climate Change;
2.Food Security & Nutrition;
3.Land Governance;
4.Financing Restoration;
5.Water Management;
6. Urban-Rural Continuities.
During the opening plenary, speakers representing the Co-Host governments and
Facilitating Partners highlighted their experiences and perspectives on soil restoration
and sustainable land management.
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In the second day, a set of thematic discussions took place, addressing the sub-themes
of soil carbon and climate change, land governance and water management. The
discussions involved presentations and panel discussions on three themes. The first
session that was facilitated by the Kenya Agricultural & Livestock Research
Organization, ICRAF and the Global Soil Forum – IASS,explored the central question of:
“What would it mean to prioritize smallholder food security in linking soils and climate,
and highlighted at the levels of policy and programming, research and technology, and
implementation?”
The second thematic session, facilitated by the Food, Agriculture and Natural Resources
Policy Analysis Network (FANRPAN), German Agency for International Cooperation
(GIZ) and the Global Soil Forum - IASS, explored how multi-stakeholder processes can
enhance the inclusion and recognition of rights of impoverished and marginalized user
groups in policy design.
The third thematic session that ADIN attended trough Thomas Owounou, was facilitated
by the Network of African National Human Rights Institutions (NANHRI), Katiba Institute,
Kenya, Deutsches Institut für Menschenrechte (DIMR), and Töpfer, Müller, Gaßner –
ThinkTank for Sustainability (TMG). Participants, after experience sharing from Burkina
and Benin on soil restoration, discussed about ‘’Land governance and sustainability land
management in Africa: What lessons to draw? They also discussed possible designs for
nationally owned, multi-stakeholder monitoring and learning processes that bridge the
gap between international and national policy aspirations to improve land governance for
vulnerable and marginalized people.
On the third and final day of the first African Soil Seminar, a high-level plenary session
convened to address the topic, ‘Financing Soil and Landscape Restoration:
Implementing the Addis Ababa Action Agenda.’ Building on the thematic discussions on
financing land restoration on Tuesday, the session, which was facilitated by the World
Agroforestry Centre (ICRAF) Deputy Director-General Ravi Prabhu, discussed how to
leverage the catalytic role of public resources to encourage increased investments in soil
rehabilitation and benefit food-insecure farmers. During this session, Mr Tsounkeu
Martin, General representative of Africa development Interchange Network took the floor
to emphasize that ‘’The Addis Ababa Action Agenda has identified issues such as land
restoration, climate change and technology that require financial means of
implementation. He added that leveraging private financing requires enabling conditions
such as secure land tenure systems’’.
An informal session of knowledge exchange at the “Marketplace of SLM Methods,” also
took place, showcasing innovative technologies and approaches to soil and land
restoration.

V-

CONCLUSION

During a brief closing session, representatives of the five Co-Hosts – the governments of
Kenya, Ethiopia, Benin and Burkina Faso as well as the NEPAD Agency – presented a
joint statement signalling their commitment to continue to promote land restoration
efforts in their countries and the region as a whole.
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ANNEX
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ANNEX 1

AFRICAN SOIL SEMINAR
| Nairobi , 30 November 2016

SOIL RESTORATION FOR ACHIEVING THE 2063 AND 2030 AGENDAS IN AFRICA:
LINKING GLOBAL AMBITIONS TO LOCAL NEEDS

STATEMENT BY THE CO-HOSTS
The Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Fisheries, Kenya
The Ministry of Agriculture and Natural Resources, Ethiopia
The Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Fisheries, Benin
Ministry of Agriculture, Water and Water resources of Burkina Faso
New Partnership for Africa’s Development–NEPAD
Emphasizing our commitment, the progress made and our plans for further
soil restoration in our countries and the region as a whole, we, the Ministers
and high representatives, having met at the occasion of the seminar “Soil
Restoration for Achieving the 2063 and 2030 Agendas in Africa:
Linking Global Ambitions to Local Needs” in Nairobi, call for soil restoration
that supports inclusive agricultural growth that focuses on the needs of the
poor and food insecure. Specifically, we:
1. Prioritize the importance of soils and the rehabilitation of degraded soil
and land for food and nutritional security, energy security, poverty reduction,
adaptation to climate change and sustainable development. Soils have been
degraded. Restoring soil health and the rehabilitation of degraded soil
resources and land and their sustainable management is crucial for
achieving the targets of the 2063 Agenda “The Africa We Want”, 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development, and implementing the commitments
of the Paris Declaration.
2. Recall the Malabo Declaration on “Accelerated Agricultural Growth and
Transformation for Shared Prosperity and Improved Livelihoods” and its
recognition of the quintessence of sustainable management of our land, soil
and natural resources for agriculture led development.
3. Welcome the seminar “Soil Restoration for Achieving the 2063 and 2030
Agendas in Africa: Linking Global Ambitions to Local Needs” as a timely and
valuable regional discussion platform on strategies for sustainable soil
management and responsible land governance. The results of the seminar
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are a significant contribution to the further implementation of the Malabo
declaration, 2063 and 2030 Agenda s and the Paris Climate Agreement.
4 Call for increased investment in soil rehabilitation in line with the
agreement reached in the Addis Ababa Action Agenda, acknowledging that
smallholders are already investing significantly in agricultural development
and the sustainable management of soils. In this context, agribusiness can
play a facilitating role for increased incomes and job creation. Evidence
shows that the economic returns of investing in sustainable soil rehabilitation
are higher than the costs. Investments must be gender and youth sensitive.
5. Support the call of the seminar to foster soil restoration through a multiactor and inter-sectoral approach. This implies including all sorts of
knowledge, including traditional and local knowledge, as a necessary
mechanism for the follow up and review of the 2063 and 2030 Agendas.
Knowledge exchange, sharing of information and lessons learnt, and
showcasing promising national and regional soil and land restoration
initiatives, such as the African Forest Landscape Restoration Initiative, Africa
Resilient Landscape Initiative and the Great Green Wall Initiative, are key
elements for guiding investment agendas. This also means including
Parliaments, National Treasuries and other key Government institutions in
the design and implementation of soil restoration programmes.
6. Emphasize that large scale soil restoration requires creating the
necessary incentives. Whereas the provision of subsidized inputs can play a
catalytic role, soil restoration programmes also need to address incentives
created by access to land rights and credit and further extension services.
7. Acknowledge the pivotal role of the youth in shaping our future. Innovative
methods should be encouraged to sustain the interest of the youth in soil
restoration. The use of Information and Communication Technologies,
vocational training and capacity building in general should be encouraged.
This might imply measures of affirmative action
.
8. Encourage all stakeholders to develop joint actions from this seminar and
to explore developing this seminar into a regional platform that carries forth
inclusive and participatory
exchange across stakeholder groups on
sustainable soil management and responsible governance of our land
resources.
9. Encourage all national, regional and international institutions that hold
data and information relevant to sustainable land management to make this
information available to a national focal point to ensure better management
of information.
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ANNEX 2
GALERY

From L-R: Mamadou Diakhite, NEPAD; Christian Witt, Bill and Melinda Gates
Foundation; Sithembile Ndema Mwamakamba, FANRPAN; Bernard Crabbé, European Commission;
Martin Tsounkeu, Africa Development Interchange Network (ADIN); and Pushpam Kumar, United
Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)

Martin Tsounkeu during his intervention said ’’The Addis Ababa Action Agenda has identified issues
such as land restoration, climate change and technology that require financial means of implementation’’
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Participants interacting with a Marketplace presenter on SLM Technologies
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